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BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


Patrons 


THE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 
THE BISHOP OF LEWES 
THE ARCHDEACON OF HASTINGS 


HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR OF BEXHILL 


LORD BUCKHURST 

THE HON. RUTH BUCKLEY 

G. M. COLTART, Esq. 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER H. S. EGERTON, R.N., D.S.C. 
E. R. J. HUSSEY, Esq., C.M.G., M.A. 

SIR HAROLD SPENCER JONES, F.R.S. 

SIR ALAN MOORE, Bt. (Chairman of Governors, Bexhill Grammar School) 
THE VERY REV. A. T. A. NAYLOR, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.A. 
LORD RUPERT NEVILL 

AIR VICE-MARSHAL C. A. STEVENS, C.B., C.B.E., M.C. 
COLONEL J. R. WARREN, O.B.E., M.C., T.D. 


The Combined Board of Managers 


Foundation Managers Local Authority Managers 


THE RECTOR OF BEXHILL (Chairman) Representing East Sussex County Council 


C. B. Cates, Esq. (Hon. Treasurer) Miss F. H. BURROWS 

Miss FOUNTAINE J. NELSON CurRTIS, Esq. 

THE Rev. E. A. STONE, A.K.C. Mrs. F. E. GASTON 

W. E. HEATH, Esq. Mrs. C. I. MEADS, M.B.E., J.P. 


R. E. YorKE, Esq., M.A. 


F. W. WAREHAM, Esq. Representing Bexhill Borough Council 


G. W. SOUTHGATE, Esq., B.A. ALDERMAN Miss A. F. CLAXTON 
THE REV. CANON W. H. WRIGHT, M.A. 


Correspondent: J. L. I. PALMER, Esq., M.A. 
Head Teachers: St. Peter’s—Mutss W. H. REEVE 
St. Barnabas’-—Mr. W. H. I. R. REEs 
Legal Adviser to the Managers: G. M. CoLTart, Esq. 
Architects: HILTON AND J. M. WriGut, A./A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipls., 11 Campden Hill Road, London, W.8 
Quantity Surveyors: MESSRS. DAVIS BELFIELD & EVEREST 
Consulting Engineer: R. A. SEFTON JENKINS, A.M.I.Struct.E., A.M.I.C.E. 
Clerk of Works: Mr. V. D. BARHAM 
Contractors: MESSRS. LLEWELLYN (HASTINGS) LTD. 


Site Manager: Mr. D. MOSSMAN 
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For nearly a century Bexhill has had an enviable reputation as an educational centre. Its many schools, both day and boarding, 
play a considerable part in the life of our town, which, with its bracing air and abundant sunshine, provides ideal conditions for 
the education of children, whether they are residents or visitors. 


The Church in Bexhill has played a notable part in the education of our own boys and girls. St. Peter’s School dates from 
1853 and St. Barnabas’ School from 1893. Now they are to be merged into one fine new building, delightfully situated and over- 
looking the sea. 


The many who owe their own early education to these two schools and the many others among our citizens who have a concern 
for the boys and girls of the future will, | know, want to take a share in this new educational project. 


I most gladly commend this appeal for the new Church School and trust that it will receive every support from the people of 


the town. 
» Ce Ole Bp, f 


A Message from the Bishop of Chichester 


THE PALACE, 
CHICHESTER. 


With all my heart | commend the Appeal for £18,000 
for the new school in Bexhill. The school is built by the 
Church, with the aid of the State, in a strategic position 
in the Diocese. A Church school stands for religious. 
education in the full sense of the word. That means. 
instruction in the faith of the Church, joining in the 
worship of the Church, and sharing in its fellowship. 
The Diocese of Chichester believes very strongly in the 
building of this new school, and is backing up its belief 
by a substantial contribution to the cost. It is with com- 
plete confidence that Church people in all the parishes 
of Bexhill will testify to their belief no less certainly that 


I warmly endorse this Appeal. 


Gene Crees: 


23rd September, 1955. 
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Some Past History 


Until as recently as the year 1870 the Government in 
this country had no statutory responsibility for making pro- 
vision for a national system of education. Earlier centuries 
had bequeathed schools of many kinds, especially village 
schools and the ancient grammar schools, but these had all 
been founded privately by men and women who had the firm 
belief that the Christian faith was the only true foundation of a 
real education. In this provision of schools the Church was a 
pioneer and up to the time of the 1944 Education Act there 
were about 9,000 Church Schools. 


We can be sure that down the centuries the few children 
in the little hamlet of Bexhill received such education as they 
had from the clergy of their ancient Parish Church. But the 
earliest record we have of a formal “ school” is in the reign 
of Elizabeth I, when in 1597 the then Rector (Dr. Thomas Pye) 
** repaired the north chantry chapel and turned it into a schole- 
house.”” This sufficed for more than 250 years and it was not 
until 1853 that the increase in the population led to the building 


of a new school at Holliers Hill. This was called a National 


School, not because it was erected by national funds, but with 
the help of the National Society, the Church’s special organisa- 


tion for education which had been founded in 1811. 


This School had departments for girls, boys and infants; 
but in 1884 the latter were transferred to the new Wilson 
Memorial Infants’ School in Barrack Road. In 1885 the girls 


followed, the boys remaining at Holliers Hill. 


By the turn of the century Bexhill had ceased to be a 
village. A new church (St. Barnabas’) was built in 1891 by 
Canon C.S. L. Clarke (the then Rector) at his own expense on 
land given by Earl De La Warr. Two years later a new Church 
School was opened in Western Road for girls and infants and 
in 1898 a boys’ school was added in Reginald Road. From that 
time onwards the schools in that part of the town were linked 
with and known as St. Barnabas’ Schools and those in Barrack 
Road and Holliers Hill as St. Peter’s Schools. It was not until 
1907 that the Down Council Schools were opened, so that up 
till then the Church alone had made provision for the education 


of the boys and girls of Bexhill. 
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WHY BUILD A NEW SCHOOL ? 


Thirty years of peaceful progress and development were 
suddenly upset by the outbreak of war in 1939. Air-raids 
and the subsequent evacuation of the children emptied all the 
schools of the town. Our buildings naturally deteriorated. 
St. Barnabas’ Girls’ and Infants’ and St. Peter’s Boys’ Schools 


were unhappily never re-opened after the evacuation in 1940. 


The passing of the 1944 Education Act saw further changes. 
The senior children of 11+ and over were all transferred 
to the new Down Secondary Modern School. The two Church 
Schools became Primary Junior Schools and by 1951 both 
St. Peter’s and St. Barnabas’ Schools had become Junior Mixed 
and Infants. But the new 1944 Act involved other and more 


far-reaching changes for our two schools than the mere 


changing of a name or age-range. The Act gave to the Local fe 


Education Authority responsibility for drawing up:a Develop- 


ment Plan ” which was to specify, among other things, “ what 


alterations to existing school premises will be needed in order 
to bring them into line with the new building regulations issued 
by the Minister.” 


By 1946 the Managers knew that the present buildings did 


not conform to the Minister’s requirements and by 1951, 


rather than throw in its hand and allow the schools to become 
controlled, the Church in Bexhill, supported by the Diocese, 


informed the L.E.A. and the Ministry of its intention to build 
one new Aided Church Junior School in substitution for the 


two existing inadequate buildings. 


The Combined Board of Managers, led first of all by the 
late Canon Godfrey Bell and later by Canon Hilton Wright. 
began to consider ways and means. The site strongly pressed 
for by the L.E.A. and approved by the Ministry was one of 
about five acres on the sloping land in the centre of the town 
between Upmeads and Buckhurst Road. For more than four 
years much time and thought were devoted to the preparation 
of schemes and plans. The problems involved were, of 
necessity, very complex, concerning as they did at different 


levels of responsibility, the Managers, the Parishes, the Diocese. 


‘the Town Council, the County Council and the Ministry of 


Education. Side by side with the increased responsibilities of 
the Managers in regard to planning, there was the ever-rising 


spiral of costs. In 1950 we had been advised that at least 


£38,000 would be required. By 1953 this had risen to £51,500 


and in 1955, now that the contract has been signed and the 
building begun, we know that, with the help of the Govern- 
ment, we shall have to spend over £70,000 on the School and 


site, together with playing fields and approach road. 
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This is where the New School will be... 7 


BE cH Vee 
OLD TOWN. 


ST PETERS 
CHURCH. 
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SITE PLAN 
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SOME FIGURES 


WHAT WILL IT COST? 


Buildings, approach road, drainage and playground 
Fees, Clerk of Works, etc. 
Purchase of site 
Land for approach road 
and compensation 
Extra fences, ete. 


Anticipated rise in cost of materials and labour, say 


ie 
Less Ministry of Education share of cost of 
playground and playing fields iS .. 2,684 
Less share of approach road and services .. 1,000 


Less share of medical room and meals service 3,300 


Nett cost 


3 
55,292) 
6,682 
4,784 
1,600 
550 
300 
2,000 


£71,208 


6,984 


£64,224 


AND WHAT IS OUR SHARE OF THE COST? 


Nett cost 


Less anticipated sale of existing building assets, say 


The Church’s share (50%) 


£ 
Less investments held by the Diocese. . eats svi/ale) 
Less already raised by the Parishes .. se LATS 


Approximate total to be raised by the Church in 
Sussex .. 


Thus we have to appeal for 


£ 
64,224 
8,000 


£56,224 


28ei2 


10,225 


17,887 


£18,000 


Note.—The Managers have been careful to give the most up-to-date figures in presenting this statement, but, in view of the nature 


of the work and the fact that details of the Ministry’s acceptance of responsibility are not completely known, they desire 


to make it clear that there may be some subsequent revision of the above figures. 
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SOME OF THE CHILDREN WHO WILL GO TO THE NEW SCHOOL 


Nine 


This is what it looks like now. . - 


This is what it will be—> 


Will you help to make this possible ? 


A General Description by the Architects 


THE PROBLEM 

The new School is being built in substitution for two 
existing schools in the Parishes of St. Peter and St. Barnabas. 
Both these schools are at present for Juniors and Infants, 
but the new School will be for Juniors only. It is planned to 
take 320 children in two streams with eight classes. A kitchen 
is required and space for dining, which under the present rules 
of the Ministry of Education must be a dual-purpose room. 
Playing fields must also be provided, though the responsibility 
financially for these lies with the Education Committee of the 


County Council. 


THE SITE 

The site chosen for the School is in the centre of the town 
on high ground between the Old Town and the railway station. 
It is on some of the highest land in the town and from it there 
are very fine views over Bexhill and along the whole sweep of 
the Bay to Beachy Head. A more delightful setting for a school 
could hardly be found. The site, however, has one great diffi- 
culty—that of access. It is surrounded on three sides by other 
property and on the fourth side, where it has a considerable 
frontage to Upper Sea Road, it is at a much higher level than 
the road and access is almost impossible. It has been necessary, 
therefore, to find an approach to the site over the land of 
surrounding property and eventually such an entrance was 


acquired by private agreement from the Trustees of Hollenden 


Twelve 


House. The grounds of Hollenden House lie immediately 
to the south of the site for the new School. The site itself 


forms part of the Upmeads estate and has an area of 5.18 acres, 
including the approach and the playing fields. The approach 
road winds around the western boundary of the grounds of 
Hollenden House and, owing to the very steep slope of the site 
(1 in 7 at the steepest place), the road has had to be embanked 
and at the highest point is about 8 feet above natural ground 
level. A very large part of the constructional work has been 
concerned with this entrance road and with the laying of 
drainage and services beneath it. The wonderful summer has 
made it possible for the earth embankment to be constructed 
with the minimum of delay and the earth structure has now 
been completed and provides a sound lorry approach to the 


site. 


THE PLANNING PROBLEM 

A school for 320 children requires eight classrooms and a 
large assembly hall as well as cloakrooms and lavatories. The 
sizes of all these rooms are laid down by the Ministry of 
Education in their building regulations. In planning the layout 
of the floors the natural slope of the site has been used to 
advantage and the classrooms have been planned on two 
floors with a linking corridor at a level halfway between. This 
means that children going from the cloakrooms or lavatories 


to their classrooms have only to climb or descend a half-flight 


MAIN SOUTH ELEVATION AND SECTIONS 
ne uu 
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A General Description by the Architects (cont.) 


of stairs. This kind of ‘‘ planning in section ”’ also reduces 
the amount of excavation and underground work required. 
This can be seen from the section and east elevation drawings 
on page 13. In order to ensure cross-ventilation to all class- 
rooms, always a problem with a two-storey block, the corridor 
has been kept away from the classroom wall so that small 
internal courtyards have been formed about 16 feet wide, which 
provide light and air to the north side of the classrooms. The 
staircases serving the classrooms span across these courtyards. 
By using large areas of glass in the walls 8f the staircases the 
courtyards are opened up to the School and it is hoped that 
the views along and through the courtyards will be a delightful 
feature of the new building. The courtyards are paved in low 
terraces so that they can be used for out-of-doors teaching in 
conjunction with the lower range of classrooms. One of the 
courtyards will contain a small pool which it is hoped will be 
stocked and used for nature study. 

The entrance to the School is from a flight of steps leading 
to the entrance porch and entrance hall. There is a fairly large 
under-cover space outside the entrance doors where children 
can wait in the dry on wet days. The entrance doors are largely 
glazed and from the porch there will be views into the assembly 


hall and into the first of the courtyards—the one with the pool. 


The assembly hall is the focal centre of the School and for 


this reason it has been kept in a central position and opened 
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up to the entrance hall. Sliding glazed screens separate it from 
the entrance so that on special days when the School is full 
with parents and children the size of the assembly hall can be 
increased. It can also be enlarged for functions by using the 
first-floor corridor to the staff rooms as a balcony to the hall. 
This corridor is open to the hall on one side. 

The kitchen is planned on the further side of the assembly 
hall from the entrance and has its own service path and door 
and a concealed yard for storage of dustbins and all the other 
unsightly clutter which so often mars the appearance of the 
kitchen. Owing to the slope of the site, it has been possible to 
arrange the boiler house in a semi-basement under the kitchen. 
The heating and hot water is supplied from two oil-fired 
boilers with individual calorifiers to serve the kitchen and the 
various children’s lavatories. Summer heating of hot water will 
be by electricity. Cooking equipment is all-electric and the 
kitchen has been planned to take account of the latest ideas 
of the Ministry of Education so as to make it suitable for 
“Family Service”? of meals. This is a method which has 
been adopted in a number of schools and is working very 
satisfactorily at the E.S.C.C. Secondary School at Uckfield, 
where the Architects were kindly permitted by the County 
Education Authority to examine it in action. 

There is a store adjoining the assembly hall for gymnastic 


equipment and a large store under the platform for chairs. 


MEZZANINE CORRIDOR 


CLASS 6 


CLASS7 CLASS 8 


FIRST FLOOR AND MEZZANINE CORRIDOR 
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A General Description by the Architects (cont.) 


The assembly hall is perforce dual-purpose and will be used 
as a dining room, with two sittings for lunch each day. Service 
is by means of hatches direct from the kitchen into the hall. 
The gymnasium store opens also on to the paved area at the 
back of the hall and equipment can then be carried with ease 
to the lower playground for out-of-doors exercises. 

The cloakrooms and lavatories are planned in a single 
block for reasons of economy. The current practice advocated 
by the Ministry, of planning cloakrooms and lavatories in very 
close association with the classrooms, was tried, but it had to 
be abandoned at the early planning stage because of the re- 
strictions imposed by the width and slope of the site. The final 
arrangement, however, gives a very compact plan and no 
classroom will be further from a lavatory than 54 feet. 

There is a direct exit from the cloakrooms to a path 
serving the two playgrounds and there is access to the lavatory 
from this path. 

Lavatories and cloakrooms are cross-ventilated by means 
of a clerestory range of windows above the roof level of the 
mezzanine corridor. There will be hot water heating pipes 


under the cloakroom rails and metal baskets for storing shoes. 


CONSTRUCTION 
The form of construction is mainly traditional, using a 
grey facing brick from Tunbridge Wells combined with large 


timber windows with Western red cedar boarding used as an 
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infilling wherever brick would not be appropriate. The floors 
throughout are of concrete. The suspended floors are of the 
pre-cast, pre-stressed type. (Thermoplastic tile, cork tile and 
hardwood strip are used in the cloakrooms, classrooms and 
assembly hall respectively.) The roof is of timber rafters 
supported on the brick walls, except over the larger spans, 
where steel trusses are used as supports but are not seen. 
Ceilings will be in flame-proof fibre board where acoustic 
properties are required, and of normal plaster elsewhere. 
Internal walls are plastered and painted or distempered 
throughout. 

It is hoped that this construction, which uses wood to a 
very large extent, will avoid some of the defects often found in 
seaside buildings with steel fittings and will also help to create 
a more homely feeling. The atmosphere of an institution is to 
be avoided if possible and the Architects have tried to keep 
the scale of doors and windows in key with the children rather 


than the adults. 


PROGRESS 

Work started on the site at the end of March this year and 
the School is scheduled to be open in time for the winter term 
next year. At the time of going to press, construction had 
reached the ground-floor level and almost all underground 
work had been completed. It is expected that the roof will be 
completed by the end of March, 1956. 
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PLEASE BUILD US A NEW SCHOOL—AND A BIGGER PLAYGROUND! 


A Page for Parents—Some Questions Answered 


What is an Aided School? 
A voluntary School where the Managers are willing and able to undertake 50% of the cost of building, altering or repairing 
their School premises as may be required from time to time to make them conform to the Government’s current building 
requirements. 


What are the advantages of an Aided School to the Church? 
The Church Foundation Managers will always form two-thirds of the Governing Body. All teachers in such Schools 
are appointed by the Managers. The religious instruction and worship are under the control of the Managers, so that 
instruction in and practice of the Church’s Faith and Worship are assured. The clergy may teach in School. The children 
may be withdrawn for services in Church. 


How many children will the new School hold and what age groups? 
Provision is made for 320 children of Junior age, i.e. 7-11+. 


Why are you not building an Infants’ School? 
This is the considered policy of the Church in this Diocese for two reasons: 
1. The children are only in such a School for a short period—two years. 
2. Since resources are limited, all our available funds must be put mainly into Junior and some Secondary Schools. 


Which children may attend the new School? 
All children of the appropriate age living in the Borough of Bexhill whose parents, being members of the Church of 
England, wish them to do so. 


When will the new School be ready? 
The contractors have undertaken to complete the work by the end of August, 1956, and it is our intention to transfer our 
children into the new premises in the first or second week of September. 


What happens to the children when they leave the School? 
All the boys and girls of the new Junior School will automatically proceed at the age of 11+ either to the Grammar School 
or the Secondary Modern School. 
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How YOU can help this Appeal 


1. See that your Church or Club or Organisation arranges 


some special effort in aid of the new School. 


2. Arrange among your own friends in your own house or 
garden a competitions afternoon, a musical evening, a 
whist drive, etc. 


3. Pass on this booklet to others who have not seen it. 
4. Commend this appeal to your friends and neighbours. 


5. Keep your eyes open for announcements about a series of 
Town efforts which are being arranged for 1956. 


Don’t fail the Children ! 
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F. J, PARSONS, LTQ.. BEXHILL 
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Price One Shilling 
—your first donation to 
the New School Appeal 
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